
THE TOWNSHIP OF STANDISH
ARENAC COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RESOLUTION 
No. 2026-09 

A regular meeting of the Township Boartof tbe
/. 

Towf]s'p.ip of Standish (the "Township") was held at
4997 Arenac State Road, Standish, MI 48658 / q �O Z-f,, , at 6:30 p.m., Local Time. 

,�r td PRESENT, Members, ,:[ii,n n 11'.l't S 1 - • c-1::--1 Jell"'' k 1 5-xy· d4../(

ABSENT: Members: --"C""-=aa...cr._,,d'-=--, -'-'rw_J-=-=----------------

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT OF ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF THE
STANDISH AREA FIRE AUTHORITY TO ADMIT N

�
MUNICIP ALITIES £2 The following preamble and resolution were offered by YI, Y¥;$ and supported by 

0 v.)'f 

WHEREAS, the Standish Area Fire Authority is an emergency services authority organized and existing
under the Emergency Services to Municipalities Act, 1988 PA 57, as amended, MCL 124.601 et seq. (the 
"Act"). 

WHEREAS, The Township of Standish is presently an incorporating municipality of the Authority.

WHEREAS, The Townships of Adams, Clayton and Deep River (collectively, the "Joining Townships")
desire to become part of the Authority pursuant to section 3 of the Act, MCL 124.603. 

WHEREAS, Section 3(1) of the Act provides that a township may become part of an existing authority by
amendment to the authority's articles of incorporation adopted by the legislative body of the joining township 
and by the legislative body of every municipality of which the existing authority is composed. 

WHEREAS, Section 3(2) of the Act further provides that other amendments to an authority's articles may be
made if adopted by the legislative body of each municipality of which the authority is composed, and that the 
amendment must be endorsed, published, and filed in substantially the same manner as the original articles, 
except that the filed printed copies are certified by the Authority's recording officer. 

WHEREAS, The Township Board has reviewed the form of Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation
attached as Exhibit A and finds the proposed admission of the Joining Township(s), and the related amendment 
and restatement of the Authority's articles, to be in the best interests of the public health, safety, and welfare 
of the Township and the Authority. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:
1. The Township Board hereby approves the admission of the Joining Townships as incorporating

municipalities of the Authority, subject to the conditions set forth in this Resolution, the Act, and the
Authority's current governing documents.

-. 2. The Township Board hereby approves and adopts, substantially in the form attached as Exhibit A, the form
of Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation of the Authority, with such nonmaterial additions,
deletions, insertions, completions, and revisions as may be approved by the Township Supervisor,
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EXHIBIT A a ')' 

FORM OF AMENDED AND RESTATED ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION t/y Emergency Services to Municipalities Act, MCL 124.601 et seq. 

Authority Name The Standish Area Fire Authority 

The City of Standish 

Current Member 
The City of Omer 

Municipalities 
The Township of Arenac 
The Township of Standish 
The Township of Lincoln 

Joining Municipality(ies) The Townships of Adams, Clayton and Deep River 

Recording Officer 

Effective Date 

These Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation (the "Articles") are adopted pursuant to the 
Emergency Services to Municipalities Act, 1988 PA 57, as amended, MCL 124.601 et seq. (the 
"Act"), by the legislative bodies of the municipalities identified in Article II for the purpose of 
amending and restating in their entirety the existing articles of incorporation of the Standish Area Fire 
Authority (the "Authority"). 

ARTICLE I 
NAME AND OFFICE 

1.1 Name. The name of the Authority is the Standish Area Fire Authority (the "Authority"). 

1.2 Principal office. The principal office of the Authority shall be located at 206 Industrial Road, 
Standish, MI 48658, or at such other office location as may be designated by the Authority from time 
to time. 

ARTICLE II 
IN CORPORA TING MUNICIPALITIES 

2.1 Incorporating municipalities. The incorporating municipalities of the Authority are the 
following municipalities in the State of Michigan: 

• The City of Omer, Arenac County, Michigan;
• The City of Standish, Arenac County, Michigan;
• The Township of Adams, Arenac County, Michigan;
• The Township of Arenac, Arenac County, Michigan
• The Township of Clayton, Arenac County, Michigan;
• The Township of Deep River, Arenac County, Michigan;
• The Township of Lincoln, Arenac County, Michigan; and
• The Township of Standish, Arenac County, Michigan.
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6.5 Additional powers related to issuance of negotiable bonds or notes. 

(I) The Authority may borrow money and issue its negotiable bonds or notes to finance
any of the following for Authority purposes:

(a) The acquisition, construction, and furnishing of buildings or facilities or
portions of buildings or facilities.

(b) The acquisition of necessary property.
( c) The acquisition and installation of necessary equipment.

(2) The Authority may issue general obligation unlimited tax bonds upon approval of a
majority of the electors in the jurisdictional limits of the Authority voting on the
question of issuing the bonds. The proposal to issue general obligation unlimited tax
bonds must be submitted to a vote of the electors of the Authority by resolution of the
board of the Authority. The resolution must contain the language of the ballot
proposal.

(3) The election for a bond proposal described in subsection (2) must be conducted and
canvassed in the same manner as an election on a millage proposal as described in
section 12 and in accordance with the Michigan election law, MCL 168.let seq., as
amended. The results of the election must be certified to the governing body of the
Authority promptly after the date of the election. Not more than 1 election may be held
in the jurisdictional limits of the Authority in a calendar year for approval of a bond
issue authorized under subsection (2).

(4) If the Authority issues general obligation unlimited tax bonds under subsection (2),
the board, by resolution, shall authorize and levy the taxes necessary to pay the
principal of and interest on the bonds.

(5) The Authority may issue limited tax bonds or notes by resolution of the board without
submitting the question to the electors in the jurisdictional limits of the Authority.

(6) Bonds or notes issued by the Authority are a debt of the Authority and not of the
incorporating municipalities. If an incorporating municipality withdraws from the
Authority, taxes imposed or levied for payment of bonds approved as provided in this
act before the adoption of the resolution to withdraw must continue to be levied within
the district as if the municipality did not withdraw from the Authority until the
principal of and interest on those bonds are paid in full.

(7) The Authority shall not borrow money or issue bonds or notes for a sum that, together
with the total outstanding bonded indebtedness of the Authority. exceeds 5% of the
state equalized valuation of the taxable property within the jurisdictional limits of the
Authority.

(8) All bonds or notes issued by the Authority under this act are subject to the revised
municipal finance act, MCL 141.2101 et seq., as amended.

6.6 Taxing powers. The Authority may levy a tax on all taxable property within the limits of 
the Authority as follows: 

( 1) The tax that the Authority levies shall not be levied without the approval of a majority
of the qualified, registered electors within the Authority voting at a general or special
election. The election may be called by resolution of the Authority. The Secretary of
the Authority shall file a copy of the resolution of the Authority Board calling for the
election with the clerk of each incorporating municipality not less than 60 days before



the date of the election. The resolution calling the election shall contain a statement 
of the proposition to be submitted to the electors. Each municipal clerk and all other 
municipal officials of an incorporating municipality shall undertake those steps to 
properly submit the proposition to the electors of the incorporating municipality at the 
election specified in the resolution of the Authority. The election shall be certified to 
the Authority Board promptly after the election date. Not more than one election may 
be held in the Authority in a calendar year for approval of the tax authorized under this 
section. If the election is a special election, each incorporating municipality in which 
the election is held shall pay its share of the cost of the election. 

(2) The taxes authorized by this section may be levied at a rate not to exceed 20 mills and
for a period as determined by the Authority in the resolution calling the election and
as shall be set forth in the proposition submitted to the electors.

(3) The tax rate authorized shall be levied and collected as are all ad valorem property
taxes in the state, and the recording officer of the Authority shall at the
appropriate time certify to the proper tax assessing or collecting officers of each
tax collecting municipality the amount of truces to be levied and collected year
by each municipality. The Authority shall determine on which tax roll, if more
than 1, of each Incorporating Municipality that the taxes authorized by this
section shall be collected.

(4) Each true assessing and collecting officer and each county treasurer shall levy and
collect the truces as certified by the Authority and shall pay those truces to the
Authority by the time provided in section 43 of the General P ropcrty Tax A ct.
MCL 211.43 et seq .. The true rate authorized hy this section may be first levied hy
the Authority as a part of the first roll of the appropriate municipalities occurring
after the election described in subsection 2. The tax may be levied and collected
on the December true roll next following the date of election, if the tax is certified
to the proper true assessing officials not later than September 15 of the year in
which the election is held.

(5) To the extent applicable and consistent with the requirements of this section, the
general property tax act, MCL 211.157 et seq., shall apply to proceedings in
relation to the assessment. spreading, and collection of property taxes pursuant
to this section. Additionally, in relation to the assessment, spreading, and
collecting of taxes pursuant to this section, the county treasurer shall have powers
and duties to those prescribed by MC L 21 1 .1 et seq. for township supervisors,
township clerks, and township treasurers. However, this section shall not be
considered to transfer any Authority over the assessment of property.

(6) A county treasurer collecting truces pursuant to this section shall be bonded for
tax collection in the same amount and manner as a township treasurer.

(7) For Incorporating Members joining the Authority after January 1, 2026, until such
time as such incorporating member shall receive funds from the ir own millage
revenue, t hey  shall pay over to the treasurer of the Authority from its special
assessment funds, general funds, or contingent funds. or a combination thereof,
not less than (1.0) mill based on their taxable valuation.

6.7 Limitations. The Authority and its officers remain subject to the Act, these Articles, 
applicable tax limits, labor laws, collective bargaining obligations, and any valid intergovernmental 
agreements or transition agreements. 
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ARTICLE VII 
GOVERNING BOARD, OFFICERS, AND EMPLOYEES 

7.1 Selection method and composition. The governing body of the Authority shall be selected 
and constituted as follows: 

Representative board members 
1 member for a term of 4 years and I member for a term of 2 

appointed by each incorporating 
municipality 

years 

At-large or ex officio board 
None 

members, if any 

A majority of members present (at least 9). appointed and 
Ordinary action voting threshold serving. Each Aulhorit> Board Member shall have one vote 

in each proceeding. 

Quorum 
A quorum is 9 of the serving members physically present at 
the meeting location 

Supermajority matters, if any 
Any tax related issue \\OU Id require a Super Majority (2/3) of 
the authority. that being 12 affirmati\ e votes. 

7.2 Appointment and term. Each incorporating municipality's legislative body shall appoint its 
representative board members for terms as follows: one (1) member from each incorporating 
municipality to serve a term of four (4) years; one (1) member from each incorporating municipality 
to serve a term of two (2) years, or until successors are appointed. Vacancies shall be filled by the 
appointing municipality unless otherwise provided in these Articles or the Authority's bylaws. 

7.3 Failure to Attend. In the event that a member fails to attend more than one-third of the Board 
meetings during any calendar year, the Board may request that the municipality of origin remove that 
board member from the board and appoint a replacement. In all cases, a vacancy on the Board shall 
be filled by the original municipality for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

7.4 Officers. The Board shall annually elect or appoint a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson. The 
Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected and shall serve until their successors are elected and consent 
to serve. 

7.S Ex-Officio Membership. The Fire Chief shall be an ex-officio member of the board without 
a vote.

7.6 Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be bonded with a surety bond in the amount of not less than 
$100,000. Further, the Board, by resolution, may authorize the Treasurer to pay repetitive and 
reoccurring expenses upon billing without Board approval. l:.xcept a� otherv. ise provided above. 
all withdrawals of funds shall be over the signature of the Treasurer and at least one Board 
member. The depository of the funds shall be currently and :>pecilically infonned of all 
resolutions pt:rmitting any withdrawal or expenditure of funds b� the trea:>urer. alone. 

7.7 RESERVED 

... 



7.8 Disposition of Funds. If, at the end of any one year of operation, there exists in the 
Authority account, a sum in excess of Five Thousand ($5,000) Dollars, such sum may be 
earmarked for future purchases of equipment or buildings, or the Board may. by resolution duly 
adopted, uniformly reduce the millage to be assessed and/or the contributions to be paid by 
each of the incorporating municipalities the next ensuing year, provided however, that such 
funds when combined with the excess money on hand, are sufficient to pay the estimated 
operating expenses of the Authority for the ensuing year. 

7.9 Employees. The Authority may employ a chief, officers, firefighters, emergency medical 
personnel, administrative personnel, and such other employees or consultants as the Board deems 
necessary, subject to the Act and applicable law. However, no member of the Authority Board may 
be an employee of the Authority. 

7.10 Meetings and bylaws. All meetings of the Authority Board shall be conducted in accordance 
with the Michigan Open Meetings Act, MCL 15.261 et seq., as amended. The Board may adopt 
bylaws and rules governing meetings, officers, committees, administrative procedures, and other 
internal operations consistent with these Articles and applicable law. 

7.11 Call of Meetings. The Authority shall create a schedule of monthly regular meetings at the 
annual meeting during which officers are elected. Special meetings shall be held on the call of the 
chairperson or on the petition of any four (4) members, provided that notice required by the Open 
Meetings Act is appropriately posted. 

7.12 Stipend. Each member of the Board shall receive expense reimbursement per the discretion 
of their respective individual governmental entities for each meeting of the Standish Area Fire 
Authority which he or she attends. 

7.13 Public Records. All writings prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by the 
Authority in performance of its official functions shall be made available to the public in compliance 
with MCL 15.231 et seq., as amended. 

7.14 Minimum Equipment. The Board shall administer and supervise the operations of the 
Standish Area Fire Authority. and shall maintain a minimum of two (2) firefighting trucks, 
provided however, that the Fire Chief shall be solely responsible for the assignment of vehicles 
and equipment in response to fire calls. All existing fire equipment and vchicJcs currently in the 
possession of and at the disposal of the any incorporating member shall become the property of 
the Standish Area Fire Authority and shall be used for the purpose of combating fires in the 
territories of the Authority, except in the mutual aid of another department pursuant to a mutual 
aid agreement. 

7.15 Hiring and Insurance. The Authority shall hire all department personnel and provide 
workers' compensation insurance for them. The Authority shall also procure and maintain 
adequate collision, public liability and property damage insurance for its vehicles as well as 
insure them against fire and casualty. Jn addition, the board shall insure itself. the Authority. and 
all parties, against all claims of any kind that may arise out of the operation of the Authority. For 
not less than $5,000,000 combined single limits. 

ARTICLE VIII 
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MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS, MISCELLANEOUS 

8.1 Obligated Minimum Membership. The�e Articles and this Agreement shall continue in 
full force and effoct until terminated by the Board. Except as to the Trial Period, all members of 
the A u th ority (both Current and Joining Members) shall be obligated to a minimum of five 
years· participation in the Authority except as otherwise set forth herein. All rights to property 

owned by the Authority shall be settled in accordance with the procedures following this 
parngraph. Termination of this Agreement shall not relieve aJl) part) from liability for all 
obligations incurred by thl.! Authority pursuant to these Articles and thb Agreement for the 
remainder of the initial live (5) year period of membership. 

8.2 Dissolution. If the Board terminates this Agreement. the Board and Authority shall be 
considered dissolved. 

(1) Upon the dissolution, property held or used by the Authority shall be al located and
distributed in accordance with the follo\.Ving:
(a) All property of any nature, which is titled to or otherwise owned by a City or

Townships shall remain the property of the Cit) or respective Township.
(b) All propert)' of any nature, which is titled to or othen\ise owned by the

Authority shall be kept or disposed of in the following manner provided by
the next following paragraph.

8.3. Withdrawal generally. A municipality that withdraws from the Authorit} shall remain liable 
for a proportion of the debts and liabilities of the Authority incurred \\hile the municipality was a 
part of the Authority. The proportion of the Authorit} 's debts for which a municipality is liable under 
this subsection shall be determined by dividing the tnxable , alue of the real and personal property 
in the municipality by the taxable value of all real and personal propert) in the Authority at the time 
of withdrawal. 

8.4 One municipality - withdrawal. If one of the incorporating municipalities withdraws from 
this Agreement pursuant to M.C.L.A. 124.611, the assets of the Authorit) shall be appraised. to 
determine their fair mark.et value as of the end of the fiscal ,ear by a person mutua!Jy agreeable to 
the remaining Authority and the withdrawing incorporating municipal it,, and a balance of assets 
nnd I iabi Ii ties shnll be determined. The withdrawing incorporating mlmicipality's share of the assets 
in the Authority shal 1 be computed by the fraction of the total amount of ti.mds through special 
assessmelll�. general fund contributions and Authority millage revenue raised from the geographic 
area of the withdrawing incorporating municipality contributed to the Authority over thc:: past ten 
(I 0) fiscal yenrs that the withdrawing municipality was a participating municipality in the Authority. 
as the numerator. divided by the total amount of money contributed, through special assessments, 
general fund contributions ..ind Authority millage b} all of the incorporating municipalities in the 
Authority for a said period of time, multiplied by the total a�sets less the determined liabilities of the 
Authority at said time. The Authority shall pay to the withdrawing municipality. in equal installments 
over a period of three (3) years. without interest. or in as�ets, at the Authority's election. an amount 
equul to fifty (50%) percent or the determined net \.:tlue of the withdrm�ing municipality's share of 
said assets over and above the determined liabilirie�. Pnyments shall be made upon such terms as 
shall be agreeable, but the remaining Authority shall have the right to pay the withdrawing 
municipality in equal annual installments, over tlu·ee (3) years \,\ ith no interest. Should the liabilities 
ex<.:eed the assets. the withdrawing municipal it) shnll pa} its full �hare thereof to the Standish Area 





The Authority shall convene a meeting within one month following the expiration of the Trial Period 
during which a revision to the name of the Authority shall be considered. 

ARTICLE IX 
EMPLOYMENT 

9.1 Employment of transferees. Except as provided in subdivision 2. employees of a municipal 
emergency service whose duties are transferred to this Authority are to be given comparable positions 
of employment with this Authority and shall maintain their seniority status and all benefit rights of 
the position held in the municipal or joint emergency response service before transfer. 

9.2 Seniority and Availability. If sufficient positions of comparable employment are not 
available for all employees at the time of transfer, a less senior employee who is not transferred to a 
comparable position shall be placed on layoff status with the Authority and shall be recalled to any 
position for which he or she may qualify, which may occur after a reasonable training period or as 
soon as vacancies occur, or both. The layoff status, or any layoff list, shall not be mandatorily honored 
beyond three years from the date of layoff. The Authority shall determine the number of positions 
necessary to perform any emergency service, and shall not be required to create or maintain 
unnecessary positions. 

9.3 Collective Bargaining. The Authority may bargain collectively and enter into agreement with 
labor organizations pursuant to MCL 423.201 et seq., as amended. 

ARTICLE X 
FINANCE, PROPERTY, AND TRANSITION 

10.1 Sources of revenue. The Authority may be financed by any lawful source, including 
Authority-wide taxes authorized under section 12 of the Act, taxes or contributions by an 
incorporating municipality under section 13 of the Act, fees. contract revenues, grants, donations, or 
other lawful revenue sources. 

10.2 Budget and cost allocation. The Board shall prepare annually a Fire Authority Budget for 
the Authority. So long as the incorporating municipalities shall be appropriating funds to the 
Authority, the proposed budget shall be submitted to and reviewed by the respective incorporating 
municipalities and may be amended, adopted or rejected by them by April 1 of each year, or such 
budget shall be deemed approved. 

10.3 Transfer of services, assets, liabilities, personnel, and equipment. Any transfer of 
municipal emergency services, employees, assets, liabilities, apparatus, equipment, facilities, records, 
or contracts to the Authority shall be accomplished by one or more separate transition or transfer 
agreements approved by the affected parties. If any personnel or equipment will be transferred to the 
Authority, the actual transfer shall occur only in compliance with section 10 of the Act, including the 
180-day timing requirement and any applicable labor obligations.

10.4 Existing facilities and contracts. There are no existing facilities or contracts that impact any 
of the parties hereto. 



ARTICLE XI 

PUBLICATION, CERTIFICATION, FILING, AND EFFECTIVE DATE 

11.1 Publication. These Articles shall be published on the website of each incorporating 
municipality or, if a website is unavailable, in the clerk's office of that municipality. A publication 
record may be maintained in substantially the form attached at the end of this Exhibit. 

11.2 Recording officer. The Secretary of the Authority is designated as the person charged with 
causing these Articles to be published, certified, and filed, unless the Authority designates another 
recording officer consistent with law. 

11.3 Filing. A printed copy of these Articles, certified as a true copy by the Authority's recording 
officer and containing the date and place of publication, shall be filed with the Secretary of State as 
required by law. 

11.4 Effective date. These Articles shall become effective atl2:0I a.m., July 1, 2026 , or at such 
later time as may result from completion of all required publication and filing steps. 

11.S Operational transfer date, if applicable. All personnel and equipment of the Incorporating
Municipalities joining the Authority shall transfer at the end of the trial period.

ARTICLE XII 

AMENDMENTS, WITHDRAW AL, AND MISCELLANEOUS 

12.1 Amendments. These Articles may be amended in the manner provided by the Act and by any 
applicable voting thresholds or procedures stated in these Articles or in the Authority's bylaws. 

12.2 Withdrawal. An incorporating municipality may withdraw from the Authority in the manner 
provided by section 11 of the Act. 

(1) A municipality that withdraws from the Authority shall continue to be subject to any
tax levied in its jurisdiction under MCL 124.612 et seq. for the duration of that tax as
determined pursuant to MCL 124.612.

(2) Employees of an Authority who perform emergency services in the jurisdiction of a
municipality that withdraws from the Authority shall be protected in relation to the
municipality to san1e extent as employees of an incorporating municipality are
protected in relation to the Authority under M.C.L.A. 124.61 0 .

(3) A municipality that withdraws from the Authority shall remain liable for a proportion
of the debts and liabilities of the Authority incurred while the municipality was a
part of the Authority. The proportion of the Authority's debts for which a
municipality is liable under this subsection shall be determined by dividing the
taxable value of the real and personal property in the municipality by the taxable
value of all real and personal property in the Authority at the time of withdrawal.

12.3 Continuation of obligations. A withdrawing municipality remains subject to taxes, debts, 
liabilities, employee protections. and other obligations to the extent provided by law and any 
applicable agreements. 
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12.4 Counterparts. These Articles may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be 
deemed an original and all of which together constitute one instrument. 

12.5 Severability. If any provision of these Articles is held invalid or unenforceable, the remaining 
provisions shall continue in effect to the fullest extent permitted by law. 

12.6 Supersession. On the effective date of these Articles, the Authority's prior articles of 
incorporation and prior amendments are superseded to the extent inconsistent with these Articles. 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 



MUNICIPAL ENDORSEMENT 

The foregoing Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation were adopted. bf the Ci� <;ouncil of
the City of Standish, Arenac County, Michigan, at a meeting duly held on the L..h1,,day of� 2026. 

r;5'm;J.� 
Bradley Mason 
City Manager '.:h 

C�rth� 
City Clerk 

Exhibit A - Amended and Restated Articles Form 





MUNICIPAL ENDORSEMENT 

The foregoing Amended and Restated Articles oflncorporation were adopted by the Township Board
of the Township of Arenac, Arenac County, Michigan, at a meeting duly held on the Zf1 day
of�2026.

Township Clerk

Exhibit A• Amended and Restated Articles rotm 



MUNICIPAL ENDORSEMENT 

The foregoing Amended and Restated Articles oflncorporation were adopted by the TownshiP. Board 
of� Township of Standish, Arenac County, Michigan, at a meeting duly held on the q day 
oOWle, , 2026. 

TO POFS 

Corey Sajdak 
Township Supervisor 

rd� {l tj/e-1. M {J'J 
Melissa Jennings 
Township Clerk 
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PUBLICATION RECORD 

Optional schedule to support website I clerk-office publication 

Municipality Website URL or clerk Date first posted / Initials / notes 
office location made available 

City of Standish www.cityofstandish.com 

City of Omer www .ci!)'.ofomer.com 

Township of Arenac 2596 Arenac State Rd., 
Standish, Ml 48658 

Township of Standish www.standishtownship.gov 

Township of Lincoln www.lincolnarenac.com 

Township of Adams 6600 Sterling Road, 
Sterling, MI 48659 

Township of Clayton www.claytontownship.com 

Township of Deep www.deeprivertwp.org 
River 
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